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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 0159 
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TAGS: PFOR PINT CY 

SUBJECT: MORE ON CLERIDES' RESIGNATION 

REF: (A) NICOSIA 0128 (DTG 141 129Z JAN 76), (B) NICOSIA 0133 
(DTG 150440Z JAN 76), (C) ATHENS 0413 (DTG 151535Z JAN 76) 

1 . CLERIDES' RESIGNATION STILL STANDS AS OF AFTERNOON JANUARY 
16. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 15 PASSED RESOLUTION 
APPEALING TO CLERIDES TO CONTINUE AS NEGOTIATOR "FOR SAKE 
OF NATIONAL INTEREST”. RESOLUTION WAS ENDORSED BY ALL HOUSE 
MEMBERS EXCEPT LYSSARIDES AND INDEPENDENCE PARTY LEADER 
CHRISTOPHOROS CHRISTOPHIDES (WHO SUPPORTS LYSSARIDES). OF 
INTEREST, COMMUNIST PARTY (AKEL) LEADER PAPAIOANNOU SUPPORTED 
RESOLUTION. 

2. IN RECEIVING HOUSE RESOLUTION, CLERIDES ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WOULD "TAKE INTO SERIOUS CONSIDERATION" HOUSE APPEAL AND MAKE 
STATEMENT ON FINAL DECISION SATURDAY, JANUARY 17. EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS ANNOUNCEMENT COULD ACTUALLY COME LATE TODAY. 
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3. GREEK AMBASSADOR DOUNTAS INFORMED AMBASSADOR LAST NIGHT 
THAT GOC EVENING JANUARY 15 CONVEYED ORAL MESSAGE FROM 
KARAMANLIS TO CLERIDES ASKING HIM TO RECONSIDER RESIGNATION. 
DOUNTAS DIFFERENTIATED THIS MESSAGE FROM EARLIER "UNOFFICIAL" 
MESSAGE (PARA 4, ATHENS 413). DOUNTAS CONTINUES TO BE "CAUTIOUS- 
LY HOPEFUL". 

4. AT PRIVATE DINNER LAST NIGHT, FONMIN CHRISTOPHIDES TOLD 
AMBASSADOR AND EUR/SE DIRECTOR EAGLETON THAT HE WAS "QUITE 
DISCOURAGED", THAT CHANCES OF CLERIDES WITHDRAWING RESIGNA- 
TION WERE NO LONGER 50-50 BUT, RATHER, CLOSER TO 30-70. 

CHRISTOPHIDES CONFIRMED SENSE OF TZOUNIS' REMARKS TO EAGLETON 
(PARA 3, ATHENS 413) THAT PROBLEM IS PROFOUNDER THAN FORMATION 
OF NEGOTIATING SUB-COMMITTEES. ACCORDING CHRISTOPHIDES, IT 
REALLY INVOLVES CLERIDES 1 FRUSTRATION WITH CONTINUED LACK OF 
CONFIDENCE IN HIM BY MAKARIOS AND PERSISTENT UNDERCUTTING OF 
HIS EFFORTS TO PURSUE MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS, INCLUDING 
VICIOUS SNIPING BY LYSSARIDES AND MAKARIOS' MAN IN PAPHOS, 

BISHOP CHRYSOSTOMOS. 

5. CLERIDES' RESIGNATION WAS PROMINENTLY REPORTED JANUARY 14 
IN ALL GREEK NEWSPAPERS WITH EXCEPTION OF ANTI-CLERIDES 
ANAGENNISIS (BACKED BY CHRYSOSTOMOS), WHICH TO DATE HAS NOT 
MENTIONED STORY. PAPER MOST CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH MAKARIOS, 
PHILELEFTHEROS, HAS TREATED CLERIDES STORY GINGERLY AND THUS 
FAR REFRAINED FROM EDITORIALIZING. PRO-MAKARIOS ELEFTHEROS 
LAOS CRITICIZED CLERIDES' DECISION AND LINKED IT WITH DISCUSSION 
ON BROADENING GREEK CYPRIOT REPRESENTATION AT INTERCOMMUNAL 
TALKS. BOTH AFTERNOON DAILES HAVE CALLED ON CLERIDES 

TO WITHDRAW RESIGNATION. ANTI-MAKARIOS MACHI NOTED 
CLERIDES' FREQUENT HABIT OF RESIGNING, DEMANDED TO KNOW 
WHAT IS GOING ON BEHIND SCENES AND INSISTED CLERIDES 
EXPLAIN HIS DECISION. LYSSARIDES' TA NEA HAS REFRAINED 
FROM EDITORIALIZING ON RESIGNATION. GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED 
CBC (RADIO AND TV) ONLY STARTED REPORTING DEVELOPMENTS 
JANUARY 15 WITH EMPHASIS ON EFFORTS TO CONVINCE CLERIDES 
TO WITHDRAW RESIGNATION. PREDICTABLY, TURK CYPRIOT 
NEWSPAPERS SUSPECT GREEK CYPRIOT POLITICAL TRAP, CLAIM 
RESIGNATION FUROR IS NON-ISSUE CLEVERLY DESIGNED TO OUT- 
MANEUVER TURKS PRIOR TO RESUMPTION OF NEGOTIATIONS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 NICOSI 00159 170655Z 

DENKTASH TOLD AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE JANUARY 15 THAT, 

MAG NANIMOUSLY, HE WOULD BE WILLING TO HAVE MAKARIOS REPRESENT 
GREEK CYPRIOTS AT TALKS. COMMENT: GENERAL FRF, TING OF MEDIA 
HERE IS THAT CURRENT IMPASSE ANOTHER IN SERIES OF CLERIDES' 
RESIGNATIONS AND MOVE BY CLERIDES TO GAIN PUBLIC VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE FROM OFFICIAL CIRCLES. CLERIDES' GENUINE FRUSTRATION 
AND MORE SERIOUS DIMENSION TO THIS EPISODE, HOWEVER, ARE 
EVIDENT IN MEDIA TREATMENT. 
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